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1. Start a project

Digger keeps each excavation in one project file, with its photos and backups in folders
beside it.

1. Choose File » New Project..., fill in the details, and pick an empty folder.

2. Give the first area a code when asked. Every locus, basket and photo belongs to an area.

3. Set the number blocks: open the gear tab in Properties, then Numbering. Add one block
for loci and one for baskets, for example 100-199 and 1000-1999. Digger can't number
new records until the area has a block.

4. Set up the squares with Edit » Site grid (squares)...

MNew excavation

Excavation name * | Tel Hazor

Site code

License | e.g. A-9158/2021

Director
Organization
Region
Season | 2026
Folder* [ Choose.. nonechosen

Pick an empty folder {or make a new one in the folder dialog). The project file, its photos
and its backups are all kept there. All details can be changed later in Properties » Project.

Cancel
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@ Region | Morthern Negev

Season | 2026
1] Report logo — Choose...

~ Numbering

Loci and baskets are numbered from
blocks of numbers. An area without a
block can't get loci or baskets.

Loci next: 225
20¢ | —| 39¢ W [ 18200 used X

+ Locus block for Area B

Baskets next: 2029
200 | —| 20! || w | 2971000 used X

+ Basket block for Area B

» Add Periods

2. Find your way around

The tabs along the top are ready-made workspaces: Layout, Plans & Sections, Stratigraphy,
Registration, Diary & Photos and Reports. You can resize panels by dragging their edges,
and each panel's top-left menu changes what it shows.

e Outliner: the loci of the working area, with the baskets of the working day under them.
¢ Properties: everything about what you have selected.

e Working date: new records get this date, and the plan shows the loci open on it.

Press F3 to search all commands. Help > Keyboard shortcuts lists the shortcuts.
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File Edit View Help Layout Plans & Sections Stratigraphy Registration Diary & Photos Reports +
Area | B - Farmhouse + | Working date < | 20/10/2026 ¥| >  © No device EN

v Colour| Type ~| O = | EEv Q| Search All v+

~ [0 208 Soil Feature
9 2012 Pottery

h S
e ~ [ 210 Soil Feature 2

2021 Pottery
2022 Glass

~ [ 212 Soil Feature 1

2015 Pottery
~ [ 218 Soil Feature 1
2 2024 pottery
212

~ [l #219 Fioor 2

3 2005 Pottery
@ 2006 = Metal &

Fat) w220 W216 210 w202 IF v | Properties

218
a

ol Mothing selected

207 [:::] Select a locus, basket. level, photo or

#219 layer in the plan, outliner or tables

Click to select (again to cycle overlapping) - double-click to edit - Shift adds - G grab - X delete - drop images here — =]

Horvat Demo.digger 18 loci - 29 baskets - 1 photos  next: L225- B2029  Working date; 20/10/2026 B Saved 22:45:05  F3 Command search

3. Work through the days

Each day of digging is an excavation day.
1. To start a new day, open the date list in the top bar and choose + Add day... at the top.
Pick the date on the calendar, or type it and press Enter.
2. Move between days with the arrows beside the list, or Alt+ - and Alt+ .

A closed locus leaves the plan after its closing date. To keep one that is still in the ground,
such as a wall or floor, press Always show in its properties.

File Edit View Help Layout  Plans & Sections  Stratigraphy  Registration Diary & Photos  Reports  +

Area | B - Farmhouse | Working date < | 20/10/2026 ¥| >  © No device EN

4. Record a locus
1. On the plan, press D (or choose the locus tool) and click around the locus. Press Enter to
finish.
2. In Properties, set its Type, Date opening, Upper level and Description.

3. Press W to draw a wall along its centre-line instead. Press E to adjust the corners of a
selected shape afterwards.

4. Use Duplicate down to start the next locus below this one with the same outline.
5. When it is finished, set its Lower level and Date closing. Auto close can fill in the closing
date from its last basket.

The small icons beside each locus in the Registration sheet show what its record still lacks.
Once complete, it can be protected with Lock.
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File Edit View Help Layout Plans & Sections

Area | B - Farmhouse

+ | Working date < | 20/10/2026 ¥| >  © No device EN

My @ Tracelocus =+ Duplicate down

v Colour | Type ~| (| =

-
208
212
203 W220
#219
L
A

Ctrl+B: new basket with the outline of #219 - double-click to edit - G grab - X delete - dick again to cyc

Horvat Demo.digger 18 loci - 29 baskets - 1 photos  next: L225- B2029  Working date; 20/10/2026

5. Record baskets

Select a locus, then use any of these:

e Press Ctrl+B for a basket with the locus's outline.
e Press +B beside the locus in the Outliner.

e Press B and draw the basket's own outline on the plan.

£z v [Q] Search All v+ =
~ [0 208 Soil Feature 1
2012 Pottery
~ [ 210 Soil Feature 2
1 2021 Pottery
& 2022 Glass A
~ [0 212 Soil Feature 1
1 2015 Pottery
~ [0 218 Soil Feature 1
1 2024 Pottery
v O#2gReer | 2

9 2005 Pottery
@ 2006 « Metal

B

3% v | Properties

E Locus
o | R o

i Number 219

© Trace locus
2 Duplicate down
Type | Floor (#) ~
Subtype  Beaten earth
Area | B - Farmhouse
Final Locus

Colour @

Squares 3¢, 3D, 3E, 4C, 4D, 4E
Dateopening | 19/10/2026 O
Date closing | 22/10/2026 O
Upper level | 495.06
Lower level | 494.68

B Saved 22:45:09  F3 Command search

Then fill in its type, Opening level and Closing level, and tick Sifted and Registered as the
work goes on. To see all the baskets of a locus, select it and open the Baskets panel in

Properties.



File Edit View Help Layout Plans & Sections Stratigraphy Registration Diary & Photos Reports +
Area | B - Farmhouse + | Working date < | 20/10/2026 ¥| >  © No device EN
B Loc ~|18| Search Autoclose | Autoheights  + @ & = EEv Q) Search Al v+ =
# Locus Final Locus Area Squares Status Type Subtype OpeningDal ~ [ 208 soil Feature 1
| 1 200 B 3G3D+ Wall v Field Wall 18/10/2026 © 2012 Pottery
2 201 B 6CED+ Wall v Field wall 18/10/2026 || ¥ [ 210 Soil Feature 2
d 202 B 3F, 3G+ wall v Field Wall 18/10/2026 R ity
4 203 B 3, 4c+ wall v Field wall 18/10/2026 HiEEL i
5 265 B 3ac, 30+ Soil Feature v Top Soil 1871072026 * 0 212 Soil Feature 1
g 206 B 330+ & Sollfeature 18/10/2026 ) 2015 Pottery
i 207 B 4E, 4F A Installstion v Tabun 191072026 ]| ¥ [ 218 Soil Feature 1
g 268 B 4C, 4D+ ) Soil Feature v 18/10/2026 2024 Pottery
I 209 B 3E, 3F+ Collapse v 1871072026 | ¥ B #219 Floor 2
10 218 B 3E, 3F+ A Soil Feature 19/10/2026 AR o
n 212 B 44Dt T4 Soil Feature v 1971072026 |[poo=Fea008 sttt # -
= ST - o = T e = T 3% ¥ | Properties =
B v | Baskets v [29] Search + i & = E ~ [ Locus 206 &
# Basket Locus  Type Date Opening level Closing level Sifted & Number 206
1 2000 206 v Pottery v 18/10/2026 O 495.3 494.92 @ Tracelocus | % Duplicate down
a2 2001 206 v Glass v 18/10/2026 O 495.3 494.92 -
Type | Soil Feature v
3 2002 206 w Pottery v 19/10/2026 O 495.33 494.95
A4 2003 206 v Bone v 19/10/2026 O 495.33 494,95 Subtype | — ¥
5 2004 #2190 v Pottery v 19/10/2026 O 494.97 494.85 Area | B - Farmhouse ~
6 2005 #219 v Pottery ~ 20/10/2026 0 494,97 494 .85 Final Locus
AT 2006 #219 v Metal v 20/10/2026 O 494,97 494,85 e @
8 2007 #219 v Pottery ~ 21/10/2026 00 494,99 494 .87
3 2008 #219 v Pottery ~ 22/10/2026 (0 494.95 494.83 B o2 0GR
10 2009 208 v Pottery ~ 18/10/2026 0 495.52 495.17 P WAL =
12010 208 % Pottery ¥ 19/10/2026 O 495.55 495.2 Date closing | 19/10/2026 =}
A2 201 208 ¥ Metal v 19/10/2026 0 495.55 495.2 Upper level | 495. 44 @ -
132012 208 v Pottery ~ 20/10/2026 0 495.51 495.16 Lawer level | 49480 @l
14 2013 212 v Pottery ~ 19/10/2026 0O 495.22 494.97 TR
A5 2014 212 v Bone v 19/10/2026 0O 495.22 494,97

Horvat Demo.digger

18 loci - 29 baskets - 1 photos

next: L225 - B2029

6. Record heights

Press H and click a locus or wall to record its upper or lower level on the plan. For a basket,
select it first so its outline shows, then click inside it. The buttons beside the level fields in
Properties do the same job from the record.

Working date: 20/10/2026

Auto heiohts
s

B Saved 22:45:09  F3 Command search

File Edit View Help Layout  Plans & Sections  Stratigraphy  Registration Diary & Photos ~ Reports  +
Area B - Farmhouse | Working date < | 20/10/2026 v | >  © No device EN
@ Tracelocus = ¥ Duplicate down v Colour| Type ~| O | = | EEv Q] Search... All vl + =
e ~ [0 208 Soil Feature 1
a3 2012 Pottery
e ~ [ 210 Soil Feature 2
= W201 ~ il o 3 2021 Pottery
2022 Glass &
¥ [0 212 Soil Feature 1
£ 2015 Pottery
~ [0 218 Soil Feature 1
208 7 2024 Potten
212 = = 7
3 2005 Pottery
@ 2006 « Metal a
2 W220 W216 210 w202 = v e =
218
Locus =
a.,
o} #219 o
] Number 219
#219.
© Trace locus
2+ Duplicate down
Type  Floor (#) v
subtype | Beaten earth
5 W200 N Area | B- Farmhouse +
A
e Final Locus

Horvat Demo.digger

18 loci - 29 baskets - 1 photos

next: 1225

+ B2029

Working date: 20/10/2026
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am

Colour @

Squares 3¢, 3D, 3E, 4C, 4D, 4F

Date opening | 19/10/2026 O
Dateclosing | 22/10/2026 O
Upper level | 495.06
Lower level | 494.68

B Saved 22:45:09  F3 Command search



7. Draw a section

1. Press S and click the two ends of the line on the plan, in any direction.

2. To turn it, select the line and drag its round handle (hold Shift for 15° steps), or use
Bearing (°) and Rotate 90° in Properties.

3. The section appears in its own panel in Plans & Sections.
Tick View to see the section as it stood on the working date, with loci beyond the line drawn

paler, in the direction you are looking. The list under the section shows the loci drawn: x
removes one from the drawing and + brings it back. Export saves it as an image or PDF.

File Edit View Help Layout  Plans & Sections  Stratigraphy  Registration Diary & Photos ~ Reports  +
Area B - Farmhouse ~| Working date < | 20/10/2026 v | >  © No device EN
MW~ © Tracelocus = + Duplicate down ' Colour | Type v | | = | E=v Q| Search.. || All vl + =
e ~ [ 208 Soil Feature 1
2 2012 Pottery
~ [ 210 Soil Feature 2
208
212 o 2021 Pottery
2022 Glass &
v [0 212 Soil Feature 1
2015 Pottel
203 W220 W216 210 w202 )
218 v [0 218 Soil Feature 1
2024 Pottery
~ [ #219 Floor 2
#213 2005 Pottery
£0n0E - basat
S5 v Properties =
a — Locus = ~
[} 206
i

Number 206
2 o 2m am @ Trace locus
cycle overlapping = —
4 Duplicate down
H¥ | Section A-A' v | Bufier| 1 Levels [ | View @ @ I @ Export [l = Type | Soil Feature
A Section A-A' - 27.02 m A Subtype | —
k —_ 45 Area | B - Farmhouse v
[ w200 fﬁ:: 208 - @5 2081 Jaemazol
4 40 She s + 7 =) _Tﬂﬁ—h’ Final Locus
= 218 i g
T T T T T T T T T T
2 4 6 8 10 12 4 16 18 20 2 24 26 Colour @
distance along section (m} 3G, 3D, 3E, 4C,
Squares D, 4F

Date opening | 18/10/2026
Date closing | 19/10/2026

Upper level | 495.44

Lociin Section A-A'(110f11): EBW200x D205x O206x @#19x @EW220x EW2216x ©3209x ©$210%x @217« O218x BEW201x | ower level | 404 .80
—

Horvat Demo.digger 18 lodi - 29 baskets - 1 photos  next: L225 . B2029  Working date: 20/10/2026 B Saved 22:45:09  F3 Command search

8. Build the Harris matrix

Open Stratigraphy. Add relations in the Stratigraphy panel of a locus's Properties, or Alt-
click the upper unit and then the lower one in the matrix. Drag units to arrange them; Hide
walls leaves walls and their relations out.
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File Edit View Help Layout Plans & Sections Stratigraphy  Registration Diary & Photos Reports +

Area | B - Farmhouse + | Working date < | 20/10/2026 ¥| >  © No device EN
& v Wl 3D epeimenta | | Hide unlinked Hide walls = Loci... v @ Tracelocus ¥ Duplicate down v Colour . BB | Lodi ~ |18 Search...
12 units - 9 links Drag or G to move units - Alt-click upper then lower to link Auto-arrange = @ [ Type ~| [ = Autoclose  Autoheights + @ & =
@il @POF | = e # Locus Final Locus
[ 205 ] [ 208 ] [ 208 ] £ 250
2 201
Il il Il & 3 202
208 [ ] [ == ] 4 203
5 265
¥ L1 T (3 206
[ w7 [z ] = ]
7 287
8 208
16 210
= i
—“ 210 = =
s v | Properties =
B . o ocuse
@
Number 206
E
Q) Trace locus 4 Duplicate down
v | Section A-A' v | Buffer| 1 Levels [ | View @ @ [ (@ Export =
Type | Soil Feature
; '
A Section A-A' - 27.02m ) A subtype| —
7 (G — i i
= | - H2 * 518 Area | B - Farmhouse v
E I T T T T
0 5 10 15 20 25 Final Locus

distance along section (m)
=~

Squares 3C, 3D, 3, 4C. 4D, 4E
Date opening | 18/10/2026 [m]
Date closing | 19/10/2026 [=]

Upper level | 495.44

Wi i @ a
Loci in Section A-A' (11 of 11): @ W200 ] 205 x 1206 x  @#219x @ W230 x Lower level | 494,88

BW216x @209x @210x @217x [@218x @W201 =

Horvat Demo.digger 18 loci - 29 baskets - 1 photos  next: L225- B2029  Working date; 20/10/2026 B Saved 22:45:09  F3 Command search

9. Merge loci with a final locus

When loci turn out to be one, enter the number they belong to as their Final Locus. For
example, give 127 and 128 the final locus 126. Then:

e The matrix draws them as one box, with all their relations.
e Locus 126 shows their relations and baskets in Properties and on its card.
e Searching L126 in the baskets sheet finds exactly its baskets and theirs.

10. Photos and the diary

Add pictures with File >» Import » Photos..., then link them to loci and baskets in Diary &
Photos. A PDF becomes one photo for each page. The Diary holds one entry for each day and
can draft one from the day's records.
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File Edit View Help Layout Plans & Sections Stratigraphy Registration Diary & Photos Reports +

Area | B - Farmhouse + | Working date < | 20/10/2026 ¥| >  © No device EN
v | F Newest first dd/mm/iyyyy B8 | + bay = @v  Bf AddPhotos.. | ¥ 1| dd/mm/yyyy O || dd/mm/yyyy B | Loci: 105, 107

82 All photos

M Use as plan layer =
22/10/2026 # Auto Summary i

© Taglodi |@ @ a |« » &
Closed: W200, W201, W202, W203, 207, W216, 218, #219, W220, 224 - Baskets: 3 (2008-2028)

Tabun sampled. Final cleaning and photography; area closed.

21/10/2026 # Auto Summary

Opened: 217, 223, 224 + Continued: W200, W201, W202, W203, 207, W216. 218, #219, W220 - Closed: 217,
223 - Baskets: 5 (2007-2026) - Registered items: 2026 Metal (Bronze ring)

Pit 224 identified cutting L218. L223 removed down to the floor.

plan-sheet.png
20/10/2026

I v | Properties =

20/10/2026 working date # Auto Summary 1 B
~ plan-sheet.png
Opened: 218 - Continued: W200, W201, W202, W203, 207, W216, #219, W220 - Closed: 208, 210, 212 o i
Baskets: 7 (2005-2024) - Registered items: 2006 Metal (Bronze ring) A B e

& File ID | 1793911507945000423061
L208 and L212 excavated in the northern room. Ashy accumulation L218 exposed in the

Date | 20/10/2026 =]
eastern room. D -
Type | field ~
o Area | B - Farmhouse ¥;
Photographer | — ~

19/10/2026 # Auto Summary [ Loci Mone tagged on the picture (Photos editor » Tag loci)

Description
| innaci: 507 310 215 4918  Cantimued: WD Won1 WoMD WAN3 208 WITE WIDN. Fincar 308 204

Horvat Demo.digger 18 loci - 29 baskets - 1 photos  next: L225- B2029  Working date; 20/10/2026 B Saved 22:45:09  F3 Command search

11. Reports and exports

Every reportis in File » Reports and in the Reports workspace: lists, Locus Cards, Top Plans,

sections, the matrix and Complete excavation file... File » Export also gives GeoJSON, DXF
and CSV.

Digger saves as you work, and Ctrl+Z undoes your last step. Backups go into the project's
Backups folder.
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